
       

31 Cows on the Marsh
 Meadowsweet is home of local dairy 

Marshlands 

are drained to

 become pastures 

for growing hay 

and grazing cattle 

“Old Jack,” prize bull of 
Meadowsweet Farm, 1930. 

THE HOME ABOVE THE LIBRARY HAS BEEN KNOWN  

       In 1921, Hazeltine Sherman married Frank 
Keever, a civil engineer who saw the potential for 
converting the marsh into pastures for raising hay 
and grazing cattle. He designed and constructed 
an ingenious system of floodgates to drain the 
tidelands and convert 1,400 acres into pastures. 
Keever persuaded his wife to enter the dairy busi-
ness, and they called their innovative enterprise 
the Meadowsweet Farm Dairy.  It was a model 
dairy, with milk from purebred cows processed in 
white-tiled rooms. Hundreds of cows, said to produce 

at various times as Casa Amina, Overmarsh, 
and Villa Madera during the years since it

was built in 1909 by Mrs. and Mrs. Howard 
Clinton Tibbitts of San Francisco.  (Years later, 
William Isaac Pixley said that the home was sited 
on top of the compacted roadbed that the North 
Pacific Coast Railroad built when they ran the 
first tracks along there in the 1870s. That route 
was abandoned after the Alto tunnel was cut 
through Corte Madera Ridge in 1884.) 
      The lovely Maybeck-style home was sold in 
1914 to the Tibbitts' good friend Harriet Pratt 
Sherman, the former wife of Moses T. Sherman, 
a wealthy Southern California developer and 
railroad magnate.  Harriet Sherman preferred 
living in Northern California, and she shared the 
home with her elderly parents and her two grown 
daughters, Hazeltine and Lucy.  When Harriet 
later remarried and moved away, she turned the 
home and its surrounding land over to Hazeltine.

Editor's note:  Recent research efforts have 
located documents showing that the many 
sources identifying the Sherman family as 
having built the historic Maybeck-style home 
in the early 1900s were incorrect.  I have 
modified this page to present the recently 
discovered correct information.

 Jana Haehl  4/2/2016
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Meadowsweet Farm Dairy, about 1932. 
The road in front of the dairy became 
Meadowsweet Drive. 

milk and cream of unsurpassed quality, were 
pastured in the flatlands, and many local young 
men found that employment in the dairy was 
a way to earn money during hard times in the 
early 1930s. 

The dairy prospered for ten years, but 
when Frank and Hazeltine were divorced, the 
cattle were shipped to the Shermans’ ranch in 
El Centro and the dairy routes were sold to 
Borden’s. After a short time, the abandoned 
Meadowsweet Dairy property was sold to 
Hugh Porter. 

The Shermans’ house and surrounding land 
was bought about 1940 by San Francisco busi-
nessman Fred Sanford for his family.  His 
daughter, Sammie Sanford Dunn, grew up 
there, and the home is is still owned by the 
Sanford/ Dunn family. For the past sixty years 
it has been called Villa Madera. 

Horse-drawn hay baler being used in the 
pasture at Meadowsweet Farm Dairy, about 1930. 

The creamery man’s house and the sturdy 
stable built for the Shermans’ saddle horses 
were converted into attractive homes on Man-
zanita Avenue and Grace Court, respectively. 
Hugh Porter sold the town 23 and one-half 
acres of pastureland for $3,500 in 1937, for a 
town park — an extravagance that brought 
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outcries from a worried citizenry. Town Park is 
now recognized, of course, as one of Corte 
Madera’s finest assets. 

The old Meadowsweet bottling room still 
stands, converted by Charlotte Conow into a 
schoolroom sixty years ago. This structure, the 
milking room, and the silo were all renovated 
and restored in the 1990s by Henry Corning, 
who saved them from being torn down for 
construction of new homes on the site. ❧ 

Float in parade supporting 
the National Recovery Act, 

which promoted job 
creation during the 

Depression. 

Meadowsweet's bottling room as it looked 
about 1930 (left), then as it looked in 1976 
(bottom), many years after it had been 
converted to school and residential use. 
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The photograph above shows a view of Mount 
Tamalpais shrouded in fog, across the pastures of 
Meadowsweet, which were marshes with deep, 
meandering tidal channels until Frank Keever 
drained them for hayfields and cattle grazing in 
the late 1920s. The spot where the photo was 
taken is now in the rear parking lot at The Village. 

View in the 1980s from 
approximately the same spot 
as in the 1920s photograph 

above. The Corte Madera Inn 
is seen in the background, 

across the freeway. 

Old Corte Madera Square as seen from 
Christmas Tree Hill in the 1930s, showing 

Tamalpais Drive, one of the widest and 
straightest main streets in Marin — thanks 

to Frank Keever, who dedicated the 
land in return for a tax break when he 

was experiencing financial woes. 



  142 — COWS ON THE MARSH 

Brochure for Meadowsweet Dairy, 
1930, “a dairy second to none in 
the world...” 
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Meadowsweet’s weathervane atop 
the milking barn, still in place after 

the building's conversion to 
apartments in about 1940. 

Hay raking 
machine at 

Meadowsweet 
Farm, 1930. 

Paul Glud, the young foreman at 
Meadowsweet Farm Dairy. When 
the dairy closed, he went south to 
Calexico with the cattle and 
established his own Glud Farms 
there. He contributed these early 
photographs of Meadowsweet. 
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Looking toward Meadowsweet from the highway 
roadbed after it was graded, but before it was Construction of the new state highway across the
paved, in 1929. pastures of Meadowsweet in 1929, looking southward. 
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View of the bayside from 
Meadowsweet, about 1930. 

Cars on the new state highway, now 
Highway 101, in Corte Madera, about 1930. 




